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An unusual year that began with
celebratory event s and the promise of an
excellent series of presentations at PAS
meetings. This newsletter provides a
recap of our 2019 2020 programme of
talks, some fieldwork activities by
members, and the summer excursion to
Vindolanaa.

-PAS 25" Anniversary Conference
- PAS Exhibition

-Reports on Meetings

- Summer 2019 Excursion

- Fieldwork
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Report on the PAS 25th
Anniversary Conference

The conferencgwhich was held in the
Macfarlane Hall on Saturday 19th
October, was attended by 115 people in
addition to the speakers and PAS
organisers on the day.

Trevor Cowieopened proceedings with
an illustrated resume ahe history of the
Societyand its milestones and a
particular thanks toram Wardfor the
impetus behind setting up the Society.
This was followed by a series of talks on
the prehistory of the Tweeddale area
starting withDr Richard Tippingn the

backééan dardl

changing landscape and environmeamtd
then Dr Graeme Warremon the
Mesolithic settlemenof hunter gatherer
societies.Dr Alison Sheridarcovered
recent research on the Neolithic aBally
Bronze Agevith her inimitable pzaz
followed byStrat Hallidaywho stirred
the pot with his revisit tadeas of Iron
Age settlementThe afternoon conhued
the period themesDr Fraser Hunter
recountedthe impact of the Romans

Roman silver denarii from the cache of nearly
300 coins found at Edston Quarry in 1994 and
now in Tweeldale Museum. (Photo: National
Museums Scotland)

Thiswasfollowed by anexcellent
summary of the history of the area in
the Early Medieval periody Tim
Clarkson. Dr Graeme Cavdtgen gave
an account othe Glenrath projecthat

he directed for AOC with excavations of
Bronze Age huts and a long thin structure
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of two phases but no conclusive evidence
of function.

After teaDr Piers Dixomecounted his
impressions ofhe Medieval period in
Tweeddaleaanging from castles and
towers to stone built urban settlement in
Peebles from the 12th century on and
evidence of rural settlement at Camp
Shiel Burn and Shootinglee, with its
tantalising finds of medieval pottery but
no definitively medieval buildings!

Piers Dixon surveying (i@to: Stephen Scott)

Dr Chris Bowlegave what turned out to
be a valedictory account @frchaeology
in the Borders and the role of the Council
in encouraging community projects. We
shall miss his enthusiasm now he has
returned to the States.
Theconference was the drawn to a
close by Brian McCrouf the Tweeddale
Societywho proposed a vote of thanks.
He was also pleased to note that the
Tweeddale Society had agreed in
principle to assist PAS with the funding of
the proposed conference publican.
It was a lively and successful dayhwots
of discussion between papers that gave
ample opportunity for digression.

Piers Dixon
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Exhibition at Tweedale
Museum, Peebles:

QHp SINE 27F
The Exhibition was opened by Trevor
Cowie who noted that its aim was to give
a flavour of some of the main projects
and places with which members have
been connected. This included

archaeological surveys of Manor Valley

and Eddleston parish; excavations at
Campshiel and Shootinglee, near
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projects at Lyne, and Harehope Cairn in

the Meldon valley.

David Drury trowellihg"at Shootinglee
(Photo: Stephen Scott)

The opening event also provided an
opportunity to warmlyacknowledge the
friendly and ready cooperation of
landowners and farmers who gave
permission to access their land.
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Report SummaryShootinglee Excavation 2019%y Piers Dixon & Joyce Durham

Excavation ofhe peel housavas completed and the site consolidated.

An earlier building was found to theestof the extension to the peel house which pre
dates it and possibly the peel house too, suggesting it could be late medieval in date.
However, only one cornesf the building was available to excavate due to the presence of

trees Gee photograph

The footings of tke earlier wall to thewest of the peel house extensiorfPhoto: Peeblesshire Archaeological

Society/Joyce Durha)

The byre drain that ran the length of the
peel house frormorth to southwas wider
in its primary configuration at thaorth
end, having been partially infilled with
stone and clay to make it narrower. Much
of the floor adjacent to the drain was
covered wih large paving slabs that
reached the walls teastandwestin the
middle of the building, but left the four
corners unpaved. In theorth westand
south eastcorners the floor was covered
with clay, but in thenorth east,where the
subsoil was higher #n elsewhereany
areas of clay floor were mixed with that of

the burnt floor from the next phase, while
in the south westcorner no clay floor at

all was found. Amwide eastwest

section across the building confirmed that
this was its primary floor. Thishowed

that the walls had been built on levelled
ground and the sloping ground in
between had been levelled up with an
infill of gravel to a depth of 0.45m. On the
eastside of the drain the paving stones
were set in siltyclay directly on the
subsoil and produced two sherds of late
medieval pottery.



